
    
 
BUMC Weekly Bible and Sermon Study 
 
Sermon:  “Royalty” ( from the “We ARE” sermon series)  

Scr ipture:  1  Peter  2:1-10 (The Living Stone and a Chosen People)  

 

Key take-aways from the Scripture 

•  At the end of  chapter  one of  1  Peter,  there is  a  discuss ion as  to how we are born 

anew through the l iv ing and enduring Word of  God.  In  this  sect ion of  1  Peter,  we see 

a cont inuat ion of  this  with the cal l  to “Rid yourselves,  therefore,  of  a l l  mal ice,  and 

al l  gui le,  ins incer i ty,  envy,  and al l  s lander.”  

•  In  vv.2-3,  we read of  our  need to “ long for  spir i tual  mi lk ,  so that  you may grow into 

salvat ion- i f  indeed you have tasted that  the Lord is  good.”  This  reinforces the ear l ier  

metaphors  of  being born again and taking on the role of  “spir i tual  chi ldren” who 

need spir i tual  nourishment in  God’s  Word.   

•  In  vv.  4-8,  Peter  is  descr ibing the church as  a  “spir i tual  house” constructed of  “ l iv ing 

stones.”  This  i s  draws upon the imagery we see in  Psalms 118:22,  descr ibing that  the 

community  of  bel ievers  may be rejected by the world,  however,  they are precious in  

God’s  s ight .   

•   In  verse 9,  we read:  “But  you are a  chosen people,  a  royal  pr iesthood,  a  holy  nat ion,  

God’s  special  possess ion that  you may declare the praises  of  him who cal led you out  

of  darkness  into his  wonderful  l ight .”  These metaphors  are seen throughout the Old 

Testament to highl ight  that  the Israel i tes  are a  covenant people who have a specia l  

re lat ionship with God.  Here,  Peter  is  employing these terms to descr ibe the Christ ian 

church.  Through Christ ,  the church is  now a chosen people ,  a  royal  pr iesthood ,  a  holy  

nat ion,  God’s  special  possess ion  and a people of  God .  (See Deuteronomy 10:15;  14:2;  

Psalms 33:12;  Exodus 19:6;  Isa iah 43:20-21) .   

•  The term “chosen people” is  key here and comes from the Greek word genos,  which 

means k indred,  fami ly  or  offspr ing.  In  this  context ,  i t  i s  referr ing to new “fami ly”  or  

“kindred” in  Christ .  S imi lar  language is  used in Deuteronomy 7:6,  “For  you are a  

people holy  to the LORD your God.  The LORD your God has chosen you out  of  a l l  the 

peoples  on the face of  the earth to be his  people,  h is  treasured possess ion.”   

•  In  verse 10,  we read:  “Once you were not  a  people,  but  now you are the people of  

God;  once you had not  received mercy,  but  now you have received mercy.”  Compare 

this  with Hosea 1:9;  2:23.   



    
 
Key take-aways from the Sermon   

•  This  is  the beginning of  a  new ser ies  cal led,  “We ARE.”  The idea for  this  ser ies  comes 

from a research study on the giv ing landscape from George Barna.  77% of  people 

surveyed gave because of  WHO THEY ARE!  This  ra ises  quest ions on ident ity.  Who are 

we as  Chr ist ians made in the image of  God?  

•  In  the text  this  morning,  we are told we are royalty  (1  Peter  2:9) .  

•  Our core ident ity  as  fol lowers of  Chr ist  i s  chosen .  We are a  chosen people.  We are 

f i rst  and foremost  sons and daughters  of  God.   

•  One way we determine our ident ity  is  to think about who and what is  lord of  your 

l i fe.  What preoccupies  your heart?  

•  I f  I  confess  Jesus as  Lord,  then we are a  part  of  a  royal  pr iesthood.  In  the text  today,  

the pr iesthood is  expanded from Jews to a lso Genti les .  In  Chr ist ,  a l l  the other  labels  

we give each other  in  l i fe  go out  the window! 

•  We are c lose to Reformation Day,  in  which we celebrate Mart in Luther’s  95 theses.  

This  was a  protest  against  the abuses from the Roman Cathol ic  Church,  in  part icular  

the pract ice of  indulgences.  This  is  where loved ones can pay the church to help get  

loved ones that  have passed on out  of  purgatory.  Another issue was that  the 

rel ig ious hierarchy would not  translate the Bible for  the masses to read ( from Lat in 

to German).   

o  He also bel ieved in the pr iesthood of  ALL bel ievers  (based upon today’s  

verse) .  Whi le we need c lergy,  i t  i s  not  their  job to do al l  of  the ministry.  The 

ministry  is  to equip the body to engage with the miss ion of  the church.  We 

are a  k ingdom of  pr iests ,  a  part  of  a  royal  pr iesthood.  Al l  of  us  as  Chr ist ians.   

•  When we get  confused about our  true ident ity,  we get  confused about our  cal l ing.   

•  “You are a  chosen race,  a  royal  pr iesthood,  a  holy  nat ion,  God’s  own people,  so that  

you may proclaim  the might acts  of  Him  who cal led you  out  of  darkness  into His  

marvelous l ight .”  –  I  Peter  2:9 

o  When you know who you are,  you know what to do.  Because you are a  pr iest ,  

you are necessar i ly  a  witness .  Our role as  a  witness  is  to share what God has 

done in our  l ives  so that  others  may know the l ight .   

•  Our purpose as  a  pr iesthood is  to be a witness  to make our l ives  a  l iv ing sacr i f ice,  

holy  and acceptable to God because this  i s  who we are.  

•  Remember:  When you know who you are,  you know what to do.  When you f ind your 

why you wi l l  f ind your way .   



    
 
Questions for Personal  Reflection or Group Discussion 

•  What were your key take-aways from the sermon? How can you apply  this  to your 

everyday l i fe? 

•  Ref lect  on your ident i ty  as  a  fol lower of  Jesus Christ .  What does this  mean for  you? 

•  Who and what is  “ lord” of  your l i fe? What is  i t  that  preoccupies  your heart? 

•  What does i t  mean for  us  as  Christ ians to be chosen by God? How should we 

internal ize this  and l ive our  l ives  to ref lect  this? 

•  What are some character ist ics  that  mark us  as  a  “chosen people”?  

•  How does the term “chosen people” di f fer  in  the Old Testament,  compared to the 

New Testament? 
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