
    
 

BUMC Weekly Bible and Sermon Study 
 
Sermon :  “Branches”  ( f rom the “We ARE ” sermon series)  

Scr ipture:  John  15:1-8 ( Jesus  the True V ine ) 

 

Key take-aways from the Scr ipture 

•  In  th is  section of  the Book of  John,  Jesus  is  teaching  the parable  of  the v ine and 

branches .  The heart of  the message is  that “ I  ( Jesus)  am the true v ine”  and to be a  

productive  branch tha t produces  fru it  you must be l ieve in  Chr is t  ( the true v ine) .   

•  In  verse  1,  Jesus  says  that He is  the “true v ine.”  F or  h is tor ical  contex t,  farmers  in  

this  part  of  the ancient wor ld  (Palestine,  As ia  Min or,  Greece,  etc . )  grew vines  for  

wine making,  v it iculture  an d v in icul ture.  

•  Histor ical ly ,  v ines  are  used as  metaphors  for  Is rael  in  the O ld Testament.  In  Psalms  

80:8-1- 16;  Isaiah 5:1 - 7;  27:2-6;  Jeremiah 2:2 1;  Ezekie l  15:  1 - 6;  17:5-1 0;  and 19:10 -14,  

we see Is rael  as  the grapevine with God as  the “v ine grower”  or  the “gardener”  that  

tends  to the v ine and destroys  i t  i f  the v ine becom es  unfaithful  (or  does  not “bear  

fru it” ) .   

•  In  verses  4-7,  Jesus  mentions  a  few different t ime s  His  command to “remain in  Me”  

or  “abide in  Me,”  in  regard to us  being  able  to “be ar  fru it .”  Jesus  is  the sour ce of  our  

bear ing  fruit  and our  iden tity  as  a  church body.  Jesus ’  d isc ip les  are  to bear  fru it  by 

being  fa ithful  to  Him or  be “…thrown away l ike  a  b ranch and wither;  such branches  

are  gathered,  thrown into the f i re ,  and burned.”  ( Verse 5)  Thus ,  i f  we abide in  Chr is t,  

we wi l l  bear  fru it .   

•  In  verses  8-11,  we see that bear ing  fru it  is  the out ward s ign of  d isc ip leship.  This  is  

doing works  of  love,  which are  mirrored from the Father ’s  love in  Jesus  and Jesus ’  

love for  His  d isc ip les .  We,  as  Chr is t’s  d isc ip les  and community  are  to mirror  th is  love 

through our  good works  and actions .   

•  Final ly ,  verses  12-1 7 focus  on Chr is t’s  commandm ent for  us :  “…that you love one 

another  as  I  have loved you.  No one h as  greater  lo ve than this ,  to  lay down one’s  l i fe  

for  one’s  fr iends . ”  Here,  we see that fr iendship is  def ined by Jesus ’  love and this  love 

i s  to  be shared by each one of  us .   

 

  



    
 
Key take-aways from the Sermon   

•  As  we conclude the “We ARE”  sermon ser ies ,  we have been ref lecting  ab out iden tity:  

who we are  as  offspr ing  of  God,  who we are  as  sons  and daughters  and disc ip les  of  

Chr is t.  

•  We have a tendency to categor ize  ourselves ,  and o ne another,  in  order  to d iv ide 

rather  than reconci le  (see 1 John 4:2 0) .  

•  Confus ion of  ident ity  can lead to perplex ity  o f  pur pose.  When you f ind your  why ,  you 

f ind your  way .  The church exis ts  to help us  (as  community)  to  f ind your  why and way.   

•  As  ear ly  as  Genes is ,  we learn that we are  created in  the image of  God.  St.  A thanas ius  

taught:  “Every human l i fe  is  a  portrai t  of  G od.  Because of  s in ,  these portraits  become 

blurred and tarnished.  Rather  than  discarding  these portraits ,  God has  sent His  Son 

to s it  as  a  model  for  the second painting.  The inca rnate Son g ives  us  a  c lear  image of  

the div ine so tha t the or ig ina l  image is  restored.”  

•   In  today’s  tex t,  the O ld Testament often descr ibe d Is rael  as  a  v ineyard.  The v ine 

became the symbol  of  Is rael ,  however,  with the pa ssage of  t ime this  image became 

tarnished.   

•  In  the New Testament,  Jes us  refers  to Himself  as  the “true v ine .”  He adds  that His  

Father  is  the “v inedresser”  and the that the key to  branches  bear ing  fru it  depends  on 

maintain ing  i ts  connection to  the v ine.  Jesus  is  our  connection to God .   

•  Scr ipture teaches  tha t we do not produce  f ru it ,  rather ,  we bear  f ru it .  Producing  fruit  

i s  about my work for  God.  Bear ing  fru it  is  abou t G od’s  work in  me.   

•  For  contex t,  th is  section of  John comes  on the eve  of  Chr is t  prepar ing  His  fr iends  for  

His  phys ical  absence.  The question underneath the text is  how can the disc ip les  keep 

going  in  the absence of  Jesus?  How can the church continue her  miss ion?  I t  comes  to 

one word:  abide  (v .4) .  Abide means  to s t ick  with something.  Not g iv ing  up!  Stay 

connected and s tay at tached to someth ing.  

•  Our capacity  to be fa i thful  and  fruitfu l  depends  upon about s t icking  with Chr is t  and 

one another.   

•  “Longtermism”:  the idea that nothing  o f  much val ue happens  in  a  hurry.   

•  With Chr is t,  a l l  th ings  are  poss ib le .  When we s tay connected and abide ,  remain and 

s t ick with i t ,  the fruit  wi l l  grow for  the g lory of  th e v inedresser  and for  the good of  

humanity.  

  



    
 
Quest ions for  Personal Reflect ion or Group Discuss ion 

•  What were your  key take -aways  from the sermon?  How can you apply  th is  to  y our  

everyday l i fe?  

•  How do you def ine a re lationship mar ked by mutu al  love?  How does  this  a l ign with or  

d if fer  from what Chr is t  teaches?  

•  What kind of  “ fru it”  are  Chr is t ians  cal led to produ ce?   

•  Scr ipture teaches  tha t we do not produce  f ru it ,  rather ,  we bear  f ru it .  What is  the 

dif ference?  Can you think of  examples  of  th is?  

•  Cons ider  the discuss ion on the word abide .  Can you think of  a  t ime when you 

committed yourself  to  s t icking  to someth ing  (an e vent,  re lationship,  etc . ) ,  regardless  

of  how chal lenging  i t  was?  What d id  you do?  How did ( or  d idn’t  you)  see i t  through?  

What would you do dif ferent ly?  
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