
    
 
BUMC Weekly Bible and Sermon Study 
 
Sermon:  “Preparing for  the Unexpected” (from the Advent sermon series)  

Scr ipture:  Matthew 3:1-12 

 

Key take-aways from the Scripture 

•  In  this  sect ion of  the Book of  Matthew, we read about the ministry  and miss ion of  

John the Bapt ist ,  and his  confrontat ion with the rel ig ious leaders  of  his  day.  

•  In  the f i rst  few verses we read about John the Bapt ist  appearing in  the wi lderness  of  

Judea and preaching of  repentance,  saying “…for  the k ingdom of  heaven has come 

near.”   

•  In  verses 3-6,  John harkens to the words of  the Prophet  Isaiah ( Isa 40:3)  which speak 

of  God’s  coming to lead His  people out  of  their  ex i le  ( in  this  case,  leading them out 

of  s in’s  exi le) .  

o  We see John as  a  prophet,  s imi lar  to E l i jah in  the Old Testament (2 Kings 1:8 

and Mal  4:5-6)  in  appearance and in his  miss ion is  to prepare the way for  the 

coming of  the LORD.  The people are going to John to be “bapt ized by him in 

the r iver  Jordan,  confess ing their  s ins.”  

•  In  verses 7-8,  John cal ls  out  the Pharisees and Sadducees that  had come to be 

bapt ized,  e i ther  to observe what was happening or  as  a  publ ic  show of  fa i th.  John 

cal ls  them out  as  “brood of  v ipers,”  most  l ikely  doubting their  intent ions for  being 

there.  A v iper  is  known for  i ts  shrewdness and being a  threatening presence in  

ant iquity.  

•  In  verses 9-10,  John explains  that  the people should not  think that  they can rely  on 

their  descent  from Abraham “as our  ancestor”  for  their  salvat ion.  Many people of  

that  t ime bel ieved that  Israel  would be saved because of  God’s  choice of  Israel  in  

Abraham.  

•  In  verses 11-12,  John is  bapt iz ing with water  and explains  “the one who is  more 

powerful  than I  i s  coming after  me;  I  am not  worthy to carry His  sandals .  He wi l l  

bapt ize you with the Holy Spir i t  and f i re.”  Being bapt ized with water  denotes the 

r i tual  customs used by the Jewish people and being baptized with the Holy Spir i t  and 

f i re  is  meant to s igni fy  judgement and salvat ion.  

  



    
 
Key take-aways from the Sermon   

•  Al l  four  Gospels  begin with the preaching of  John the Baptist .  The ear ly  church saw in 

John a harbinger  to Jesus,  l ike E l i jah,  preparing the way for  the Messiah.   

•  The last  two verses in  the Old Testament (Malachi  4:5-6)  predict  John’s  ministry!  A 

key part  of  the text  is :  “And he wi l l  turn  the hearts  of  fathers  to their  chi ldren and 

the hearts  of  chi ldren to their  fathers…”.  The word turn  i s  key in  the verse,  and the 

Greek word for  this  i s  Metanoia  which means a  change of  mind or  heart .   

o  Metenoia  i s  not  just  about feel ing sorry for  our  s in but  turning away from s in 

and turning to God.  This  leads to a  complete change in  l i fe!   

•  During the season of  Advent,  the preparat ion that  is  necessary for  the coming of  God 

begins  with repentance!   

•  “U turns” are a  pivotal  part  of  our  fa i th journey…we must  a l low ourselves to pivot  in  

l i fe  in  order  to halt  going in  the wrong direct ion.   

•  John was an “old school”  preacher and looked more l ike an Old Testament Prophet 

than a New Testament Pr iest  and was always wiser  than his  years.  

•  John Wesley used to tel l  the ear ly  ministers  of  the Methodist  church that  their  

pr imary task is  to save as  many souls  as  you can and br ing as  many s inners  as  you can 

to repentance.  In  short ,  U-turns are mandatory for  our  salvat ion! 

•  In  this  text ,  Matthew notes that  among those coming to see John were the Pharisees 

( lay leaders  of  the Synagogue)  and the Sadducees (the c lergy) .  These two groups 

were histor ical ly  in  competit ion with each other  for  the loyalty  of  the Jewish people.  

In  John the Baptist ,  we see these two groups have a common enemy.  John was not  

part  of  the “system.” These two groups came to John,  not  to be bapt ized,  but  to 

judge and inspect  what  he was doing.  

•   John cal led them snakes and v ipers  and warned that  just  because they are 

descendants  of  Abraham that  they cannot escape judgement.  I t  i s  a l l  about ethics  

and not  ethnics!  We must  bear  fruit  that  bef i ts  repentance.  Doctr ine is  necessary but  

doing is  essent ia l !   

•  Entropy:  the tendency for  a l l  things to deter iorate over  t ime.  I t  i s  poss ible to 

intercept  spir i tual  entropy through repentance and point  ourselves and others  to 

Christ .  John saw an inst i tut ion that  was more preoccupied with temple maintenance 

than the souls  of  the people.   

•  As we get  ready for  Chr istmas,  we must  add to our  l i st  the gi f t  of  repentance.  I t  wi l l  

change our mind and how we l ive,  so that  we ref lect  Christ  with our fruits .   



    
 
Questions for Personal  Reflection or Group Discussion 

•  What were your key take-aways from the sermon? How can you apply  this  to your 

everyday l i fe? 

•  What does i t  mean to repent? Why is  i t  necessary? 

•  Why is  bapt ism so important? What does being bapt ized s igni fy  for  us  as  Christ ians?  

•  Why is  i t  s igni f icant  that  John’s  ministry  is  in  the wi lderness? (See Numbers 11-12;  1  

Kings 19:4;  and Hoseah 2:14)  

•  What does Rev.  Dr.  Chappel l  mean by “doctr ine is  necessary but  doing is  essent ia l”?  

•  How can we f ind balance in  our  church (as  an inst i tut ion)  between our publ ic  miss ion 

and our pr ivate miss ion? Is  i t  poss ible to? (Refer  to Rev.  Dr.  Chappel l ’s  d iscuss ion of  

Jacob’s  Bones:  On the Church’s  Inst i tut ional  Future  by Gi l  Rendle) .   

•  Think of  the ways that  you can make a “U-turn” in  your l i fe  and your fa i th journey.  In  

other  words,  what  can you do to repent and change your heart  and mind to focus on 

Christ  this  Advent season? How can we help each other  with this?  
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