
    
 
BUMC Weekly Bible and Sermon Study 
 
Sermon: “Disappointed Expectations” (from the Advent sermon series)  

Scripture:  Matthew 11:2-11 

 

Key take-aways from the Scripture 

•  In  this  sect ion of  the Book of  Matthew, we f ind Jesus wrapping up His  instruct ion to 

the twelve disc iples  and going to preach in  Gal i lee.  

•  In  verses 2-3,  John the Bapt ist ,  who had been imprisoned during this  part  of  Jesus’  

ministry,  i s  now out  and tel ls  the disc iples  to ask Jesus “Are you the one who is  to 

come,  or  should we expect  someone else?” Bibl ical  scholars  bel ieve that  John had 

been imprisoned by King Herod Antipas in  his  Perean fortress  Machaerus (See Luke 

4:12;  14:1-12) .  

•  Jesus responds in  verses 4-6,  by tel l ing the disc iples  to report  back to John His  acts  

of  heal ing and restorat ion to the poor and aff l icted.  In  the ancient  world,  receiv ing 

treatment for  heal ing was reserved for  the royal ,  the wealthy and the prest ig ious.  

Having these aff l ict ions was also a  s ign of  uncleanl iness  and impure/unholy l iv ing to 

the ancient  Israel i tes.  The acts  of  heal ing being reported to John harken to several  

verses in  Isaiah,  which speak of  heal ing,  wholeness  and restorat ion as  a  new real i ty  

in  God’s  k ingdom (See Isaiah 26:19;  29:18-19;  35:5-6;  42:7;  61:1) .   

o  Keep in mind that  these events  were occurr ing during the brutal i ty  of  Roman 

occupat ion,  and Jesus (who is  enact ing what we see in  these verses of  Isa iah)  

is  helping to show a new world and new real i ty  of  wholeness and heal ing in  

the midst  of  a  broken and oppress ive system. 

•  In  verses 7-10,  Jesus shares a  test imony about John the Bapt ist .  By asking the crowd 

i f  they expected to go into the wi lderness and see both a reed swaying in  the wind or  

a  “man dressed in  f ine c lothes,”  Jesus is  support ing the legit imacy of  John and his  

ministry.  In  verse 10,  Jesus says,  “This  i s  the one about whom it  i s  written;  “ I  wi l l  

send my messenger ahead of  you,  who wi l l  prepare your way before you”” ( in  

reference to the Prophet El i jah,  whom Jesus ident i f ies  John as) .  We see this  promise 

in  Isaiah 40:3 and Malachi  3:1 as  wel l .  

•  In  verse 11,  Jesus says  that  “…among those born of  women there has not  r isen 

anyone greater  than John the Baptist ;  yet  whoever is  least  in  the k ingdom of  heaven 

is  greater  than he” (see also Luke 7:28) .  



    
 
Key take-aways from the Sermon   

•  We have been discuss ing the ministry  of  John the Bapt ist ,  and his  role in  the ear ly  

church.  He is  the forerunner to Jesus whose ministry  had an air  of  expectat ion.  He 

did not  point  us  to an inst i tut ion but  to the incarnat ion…to Jesus.  

•  Jesus was bapt ized by John the Bapt ist .  Why is  this?  Ear ly  in  Jesus’  ministry,  He is  

taking on the role as  mediator .  He is  coming to bapt ism on behalf  of  a l l  of  us  who 

won’t  come to the water  to acknowledge our s in and to take our  place.  

•  In  Matthew 11,  we f ind hope to be in  short  supply.  John is  imprisoned by King Herod.  

We must  remember that  the journey of  fa i th does not  c i rcumvent doubt and 

wavering.  

•  John sends two of  his  f r iends to ask Jesus i f  He is  the  One  they were expect ing ( i .e . ,  

i f  you are the One ,  why am I  in  pr ison?).  We can see the pain and despair  in  John.  I t  

i s  not  wrong to quest ion things that  chal lenge our fa i th.  John is  suffer ing from 

“disappointed expectat ions.”  John was not  certain i f  Jesus is  the One .  

•  The path to r ighteousness  does not  bypass  suffer ing and sacr i f ice.  I t  comes with a  

cross.  

•  Jesus responds to John not  with judgement but  with witness!  

•  I f  Jesus is  the One,  what does that  mean for  me (who is  imprisoned)? Who are we to 

be as  fol lowers  of  Jesus? Even the saints  endured disappointed expectat ions.   

o  “Expectat ion is  the root  of  a l l  heartache.”  -Shakespeare 

•  An important  book to highl ight  today’s  reading is  Letters  and Papers  from Pr ison  by 

Dietr ich Bonhoeffer .  Bonhoeffer  was imprisoned by the Third Reich in  Nazi  Germany 

for  speaking out  against  the evi ls  of  the Nazi  power.  Bonhoeffer ’s  capt iv i ty  and 

martyrdom is  s imi lar  to that  of  John and others  that  suffered for  their  fa i th.  

•  “A pr ison cel l ,  in  which one waits ,  hopes,  does var ious unessent ia l  things,  and is  

completely  dependent on the fact  that  the door of  freedom has to be opened from 

the outs ide ,  i s  not  a  bad picture of  Advent.”  -Dietr ich Bonhoeffer  from Letters  and 

Papers  from Pr ison 

•  I sa iah 61:3:  “He gave me beauty for  ashes,  the oi l  of  joy  for  mourning.  He put  a  song 

of  praise in  place of  sorrow.” The text  does not  say that  we won’t  suffer  but  there is  

a  promise that  joy is  coming!   

•  Li fe has i ts  share of  disappointments  with expectat ions unful f i l led.  However,  in  an 

unexpected way even in the seasons of  “detainment” and “capt iv i ty”  the Prophet 

Nehemiah was r ight…the joy of  the Lord is  our  strength!  



    
 
Questions for Personal  Reflection or Group Discussion 

•  What were your key take-aways from the sermon? How can you apply  this  to your 

everyday l i fe? 

•  Why was Jesus bapt ized by John the Bapt ist?  What is  the s igni f icance of  this? 

•  Ref lect  on t imes of  chal lenge and uncertainty.  How did these moments impact  your 

fa i th? How did you respond? 

•  What is  the s igni f icance of  the s igns of  the Messianic  Kingdom to come that  we read 

in Isaiah with today’s  reading in  Matthew 11:2-11? (See Isaiah 26:19;  29:18-19;  35:5-

6;  42:7;  61:1) .  Why was there no mention of  freeing capt ives in  these s igns in  Isa iah? 

•  Why does Jesus ask the s ix  quest ions to the crowd in verses 7-9? What is  the 

s igni f icance of  these quest ions? 

•  Read Matthew 3:4 and Matthew 7-11.  Why is  i t  s igni f icant  that  John the Bapt ist  looks 

and acts  the way that  he does? 

•  I f  Jesus is  the One,  what does that  mean for  me? Who are we to be as  fol lowers  of  

Jesus? 

•  Ref lect  on a t ime when you experienced disappointment from a s i tuat ion or  result  

that  did not  l ive up to your expectat ion.  How can you v iew the experience di f ferent ly  

in  l ight  of  Rev.  Dr.  Chappel l ’s  message? 
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