
    
 

BUMC Weekly Bible and Sermon Study 
 
Sermon: “Beyond Expectat ions”  ( from the Advent  sermon series) 

Scr ipture: Luke 2:8-20 

 

Key take-aways from the Scr ipture 

•  In  th is  section of  the Book of  Luke,  we f ind we f in d several  shepherds  in  the f ie lds  

watching  over  their  f locks ,  beginning  in  verse  8.  D ur ing  this  t ime per iod,  shepherds  

were not cons idered people  of  h igh s tatus  in  soc iety  and were often v iewed by the 

upper  c lass  as  d irty  and dangerous  people.  This  i s  contrary to what a  few B ibl ical  

s tor ies  represent them as ,  such as  Moses  and David.   

•  In  verses  9-14,  there appeared an angel  of  the Lor d “…and the g lory of  the Lord 

shone around them, and they [shepherds]  were terr i f ied.”  The angel  said  to the 

shepherds :  “Do not be afraid;  for  see - I  am br ing in g  you good news  of  great joy for  a l l  

the people:  to  you is  born th is  day in  the c i ty  of  D avid a  Savi or ,  who is  the Mess iah ,  

the Lord.  This  wi l l  be  a  s ign for  you:  you wi l l  f ind a chi ld  wrapped in  bands  of  c loth 

and ly ing  in  a  manger.”   

•  In  verse  12,  the angels  indicate  a  s ign for  the shepherds  to look for .  The Cultur al  

Backgrounds  Study B ible  (NRSV) commentary expl a ins ,  “Proph ets  sometimes  offered 

s igns  from God to confirm their  message (e .g . ,  Ezekie l  4:3;  perhaps  especial ly  

re levant in  th is  con text is  Isaiah 7:14) .  

•  In  verses  15-20,  the shepherds  went to Bethlehem  to see the Baby Jesus ,  which the 

angels  had told  them t o do.  Thi s  obedience is  in  contrast with the re l ig ious  leaders  of  

the t ime tha t had heard the news  but d id  not tr av el  to  see for  themselves  (Matthew 

2:5) .  When they found the chi ld ,  “ they made know n what had been told  them about 

this  chi ld;  and al l  who heard i t  wer e amazed at what the shepherds  told  them.”   

•  In  verse  19,  Mary “treasured al l  these words  and pondered them in  her  heart.”  In  

other  words ,  she ref lected on this  most holy  and j oyous  event.  We also f ind Mary 

ponder ing  and taking  t o heart o ther  events  in  cha p ter  2 in  Luke (See Luke 2:3 4 -35,  

51) .  

•  In  verse  20,  we conclude with,  “The shepherds  returned [to their  f ie lds  outs ide of  

Bethlehem],  g lor i fy ing  and prais ing  Go d for  a l l  the y had heard and seen,  as  i t  had 

been told  them.”  This  is  s imi lar  to what the angels  had done previous ly  in  verses  13 -

14.  



    
 
Key take-aways from the Sermon   

•  Today’s  sermon can be broken down into three parts :  (1)  Incarnationa l  Glory;  (2 )  

Glor ious  Transformation ;  and (3)  Glor i fy .  

•  Part I - Incarnatio nal  Glory:  Today’s  reading  is  from  the Book of  Luke,  known as  the 

“Nativ ity  narra tive.”  This  begins  with an imper ial  decree by the Roman emperor,  

Caesar  Augustus ,  announcing  “that a l l  the world  should be reg is tered”  (Luke 2:1) .  

•  This  narrat ive  in  Luke begins  dur ing  a dark t ime in  h is tory with the  world  suffer ing  at  

the hands  of  tyran ts  l ike  Caesar  Augustus  and K ing  Herod.  I t  a lso begins  with 

shepherds  l iv ing  in  the f ie lds  watching  over  their  f lock when an angel  appeared to 

them.  

•  “Shepherding  was  a  low c lass ,  poorest of  the poor  profess ion.  His tor ical ly ,  shepherds  

were cast as  l iars ,  degenerates ,  and thieves ,  l iv ing  on the fr inges  of  soc iety.”  -B ishop 

Craig  Sat ter lee.  

•  The Gospel  of  Luke dif ferentiates  from the other  G ospels  through his  attenti on to the 

concern of  the “ least of  these .”  Those who are  cons idered marg inal ized are  g iven 

voice,  image and presence in  Luke’s  Gospel  account.  The his tor ical  inc lus ion of  the 

shepherds  is  s ignif icant ,  in  that they were the f irs t  to  be v is i ted.  Those whom God 

wishes  to see f i rs t,  are  those who are  often the la st  to  be seen or  noticed at a l l .  

•  Luke 2:9,  13-1 4.  Think about th is  interac tion betw een the angel  and the shepherds .  

(*P lease l is ten from the  31:45 -minute  mark to 33: 15  into the sermon to poetica l l y  

explore  this  interac tion) .   

•  This  is  the beauty of  Chr is tmas ,  the power of  the I ncarnation.  We bel ieve tha t God so 

des ires  to know us ,  that God comes  to earth to be with us .  Immanuel:  God with us .  

•  Glory s ighting:  a  moment when God has  shown up for  you at a  t ime in  your  l i fe .  

•  Part I I -Glor ious  Transformation:  t he purpose of  Go d’s  g lory is  to  transform our  l ives .  

The night the shepherds  were f i l led with God’s  g lory,  their  l ives  were transformed.  

They exper ience God in  the manger  and then go fo rth and g lor i fy  and pr aise  God.  

They go and share the Good News to al l  people.  They become instruments  of  praise.  

•  Part I I I -Glor i fy:  when we look into the eyes  of  Chr i s t,  we too become transformed.  

From the poem “The Firs t  Coming”  by Madele ine L ’Engle:  “We cannot wait  t i l l  the 

world is  sane to raise  our  songs  with joyful  voice,  for  to share our  gr ief ,  to  touch our  

pain,  He came with Love:  Rejoice!  Rejoice!”  

•  When we glor i fy ,  we re -g ift  God’s  g lory  to  the world!  Hark!  the herald  angels  s ing,  

Glory to the new -born K ing!   



    
 
Quest ions for  Personal Reflect ion or Group Discuss ion  

•  What were your  key take -aways  from the sermon?  How can you apply  th is  to  y our  

everyday l i fe?  

•  Read both Mat thew 1:18 -2:23 and Luke 1:26 - 2:21.  How do these two accounts  of  

Jesus ’  b irth  d if fer?  How does  this  help  us  to better  understand the l i fe  and min is try  

of Jesus  Chr is t?   

•  In  what ways  has  the g i ft  of  Jesus  been “good news”  and great joy in  your  l i fe?  

•  In  th inking  abou t the idea o f  God des ir ing  to know us  and be with us ,  ref lect on how 

God has  shown up for  you in  your  l i fe .   

•  Reflect on a t ime when you exper ienced a “g lory s i ghting”  in  your  l i fe .  How did God 

show up for  you?   

•  In  what ways  has  your  l i fe  been transformed by the love and g lory of  God?  How can 

we take this  and share i t  w ith o thers?  

•  How can we glor i fy  God in  our  l iv es?  
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