
    
 
BUMC Weekly Bible and Sermon Study 
 
Sermon: “Honoring Truth” (from the “Written in Stone” sermon series)  

Scripture:  Exodus 20:15-21 and Matthew 5:27-30 

 

Key take-aways from the Scripture 

•  In  this  sect ion of  the Book of  Exodus,  we are explor ing the eighth thru the tenth of  

the Ten Commandments g iven by God to Moses for  the people of  Israel .  The f i rst  

seven commandments dealt  with:  “No other  gods” (20:3)  and “No idols”  (20:4-6) ,  “No 

misuse of  God’s  name” (20:7) ;  “observing the Sabbath” in  verses (20:8-11);  “honoring 

our  parents”  (20:12);  “honoring l i fe”  (20:13);  and “No adultery.”  The eighth thru 

tenth commandments deal  with:  steal ing,  bear ing fa lse witness,  and covet ing.  

•  Steal ing (v.  15) :  this  commandment was g iven for  people to respect  each other’s  

property and not  to take i t  without their  consent.  Laws that  governed society dur ing 

this  t ime in ant iquity  ( i .e.  Code of  Hammurabi  and Middle Assyr ian Laws)  usual ly  

cal led for  harsh punishment in  matters  of  theft .  

•  Bearing fa lse witness  (v .  16) :  According to the NRSV Cultural  Backgrounds Study 

Bible,  “…the language here points  to a  part icular  type of  fa lse statement:  fa lse 

accusat ion.  This  prohibit ion is  about wrongful  prosecut ion,  speci f ical ly  coming 

before a  court  to in i t iate a  tr ia l  and wrongful ly  accuse another person.”  We must  be 

truthful  in  our  affa irs  with one another,  and this  commandment helps  to safeguard 

our  society’s  stabi l i ty  by protect ing our  reputat ions from false accusat ions.   

•  Covet  (v .  17) :  this  commandment prohibits  the longing for ,  or  lust/desire of ,  that  

which belongs to someone else.  These sel f ish desires  threaten the harmony of  

peaceful ly  l iv ing with one another.   

•  In  verses 18-21,  the people responded to these commandments from God (through 

Moses)  with fear  and trembl ing.  When Moses del ivered these commandments to the 

people,  there was thunder and l ightning,  sounds of  a  trumpet and the mountain i tsel f  

b i l lowed smoke.  The people,  out  of  fear  of  being destroyed from direct  contact  with 

God,  expressed their  need of  a  mediator  to  God through Moses.  Moses’  task would 

be to mediate the agreement of  this  covenant between God and His  people.  



    
 
Key take-aways from the Sermon   

•  After  being del ivered from bondage in Egypt,  there must  have been an overwhelming 

sense of  communal  rel ief  and freedom, but  a lso a  desperat ion to rebui ld their  

ident ity  as  God’s  people.  

•  At the foot  of  Mount S inai ,  God gave them instruct ions to l ive by.  They soon 

real ize…obedience to these commandments was going to be tough!  

•  The f i rst  four  commandments  were instruct ions concerning our  relat ionship to God.  

The last  s ix  commandments  are instruct ions for  l iv ing in  a  covenant community.  

Today,  we are looking speci f ical ly  at  the 8 t h ,  9 t h  and 10 t h  Commandments.  

•  The 8 t hCommandment teaches “You shal l  not  steal .”  This  at  f i rst  was about 

k idnapping and forc ing others  into s lavery.  Steal ing today also takes on concepts  

such as  cheat ing,  or  creat ing systems to take from others.  

•  The 9 t h  Commandment teaches “You shal l  not  bear  fa lse witness  against  your 

neighbor.”  This  is  more than ly ing in  court…it  is  to speak unjust ly  against  our  

neighbor.  I t  i s  s lander,  goss ip,  and shar ing our  preconceived conceptions about 

others  with no regard to fact .  We must  a lways consider  each other’s  d ignity.  

•  The 10 t h  Commandment teaches “You shal l  not  covet  your neighbor’s  house;  you shal l  

not  covet  your neighbor’s  wife,  male or  female s lave,  ox,  donkey,  or  anything that  

belongs to your neighbor.”  On the surface this  i s  about habits  of  the heart .   

o  This  is  a lso to be overwhelmed by discontentment of  what  we have and what 

we desire to have or  accumulate to f i l l  th is  dissat isfact ion.  Think about a l l  the 

excess  things that  we accumulate in  order  to sat isfy  our  wants  and desires.    

•  After  the Israel i tes  received these Ten Commandments from God,  they were afraid!  

They asked Moses to be their  mediator  out  of  this  fear  of  God.   

•  I t  was not  just  the Ten Commandments that  were written upon stone for  the 

Israel i tes  to take and l ive by on that  day…it  was also God’s  love for  His  people.  God’s  

love for  us  is  written in stone and is  fa i thful  to us  in  our  t ime in the “wi lderness .”   

We are cal led to internal ize the gi f t  of  these Commandments,  so we have the words 

of  Chr ist  written in  stone on our  hearts .  See 1 Thessalonians 5:23-24.  

•  God has cal led us  and wi l l  not  fa i l  us .  We are cal led by God to:  internal ize the Ten 

Commandments;  be in  a  covenant;  honor our neighbors;  and to know of  His  deep love 

for  us…it  i s  written in  stone!  

  



    
 
Questions for Personal  Reflection or Group Discussion  

•  What were your key take-aways from the sermon? How can you apply  this  to your 

everyday l i fe? 

•  What does these commandments teach us  about the nature of  God? 

•  How wi l l  l iv ing by the Ten Commandments help us  to l ive together  as  a  community? 

•  What does “fear  of  the Lord” mean to you? How should this  guide our l ives?  

•  Do you think modern society exhibits  a  fear  of  the Lord? Has i t  ever? Why or  why 

not? 

•  Read Hebrews 9:15-28 and Matthew 5:17-19.  What is  the “New Covenant” that  Jesus 

br ings to us  and how does i t  compare to the Old Covenant (Ten Commandments)?  

•  What does i t  mean to possess  an ident ity  as  God’s  people? What does this  look l ike? 

•  How can bear ing fa lse witness  against  a  neighbor ( i .e .  s lander)  cause harm? How can 

we consider  the dignity  of  others? 

•  What is  the di f ference between what we want  and what we desire? How about our  

wants  versus our  needs? 
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