
    
 
BUMC Weekly Bible and Sermon Study 
 
Sermon: “A Pecul iar  Eulogy” (from the “Cross Culture” Lenten sermon series)  

Scripture:  John 11:1-45 

 

Key take-aways from the Scripture 

•  In  this  sect ion of  the Book of  John,  we read about the story of  Lazarus who Jesus,  

being moved by gr ief ,  ra ises  from the dead.  The other  Gospels  share a  story of  Jesus 

rais ing someone from the dead,  but  John is  the only  one to recount the story of  

Lazarus.  This  story is  the last  miracle that  the Gospel  of  John records and presents  

one of  the most  important  aspects  of  Chr ist ’s  d iv ine nature…authority  over  death.  

•  In  verses 1-16,  Lazarus’  s isters ,  Mary and Martha,  sent  word to Jesus that  their  

brother  Lazarus was very i l l .  When Jesus heard this ,  He said,  “This  s ickness  wi l l  not  

end in  death…”.  Jesus then stayed where He was for  two more days before travel l ing 

to Bethany (near  Jerusalem) to see Lazarus,  but  the disc iples  urged Him to stay.  In  

verse 16,  Thomas (known as  Didymus and “Doubting Thomas”)  remained committed 

to Jesus and told the other  disc iples,  “Let  us  a lso go,  that  we may die with him.”   

•  Beginning with verse 17,  we see a shi ft  in  locat ion from the region of  Bethany of  

Perea ( in  the f inal  part  of  chapter  10)  to the region of  Bethany in  Judea.  In  vv.  18-19,  

Bethany of  Judea is  about two mi les  from Jerusalem and “…many of  the Jews had 

come to Martha and Mary to console them about their  brother.”   In  verse 20,  Martha 

tel ls  Jesus,  “ I  know that  he wi l l  r ise again in  the resurrect ion on the last  day.”  Jesus 

repl ies  to her  (v .  25)  “ I  am the resurrect ion and the l i fe.  Those who bel ieve in  me,  

even though they die,  wi l l  l ive,  and everyone who l ives  and bel ieves in  me wi l l  never  

die.  Do you bel ieve this?”.  Martha aff i rms that  she does in  verse 27.   

•  In  verses 28-37,  the emphasis  is  on Jesus’  compassion from witnessing the pain and 

sorrow of  Martha,  Mary and the others  that  were there to console them in their  

gr ief .  Verse 33 says,  “When Jesus saw her  [Mary]  weeping,  and the Jews who came 

with her  a lso weeping,  he was great ly  disturbed in spir i t  and deeply  moved” and in  

verse 35,  Jesus began to weep.   

•  In  verses 38-45,  Jesus commands the stone in Lazarus’  tomb to be removed (he had 

already been dead for  four  days at  this  point) .  In  vv.  41-42,  Jesus prays to God and 

then cal ls  out  to Lazarus to “come out!”.  St i l l  bound in bur ia l  c loth,  Lazarus comes 

out  of  the tomb upon Jesus’  command.   



    
 
Key take-aways from the Sermon   

•  In  l ieu of  the miracle of  the rais ing up of  Lazarus in  today’s  Scr ipture,  the rel ig ious 

authority  saw a potent ia l  predicament with the Roman government that  would 

threaten the Jewish community.  I f  word gets  out  that  there is  a  Messianic  k ing on the 

r ise,  the Jewish leaders  would be responsible and there would be trouble!  

•  The story begins  with a  cr is is  pastoral  cal l  and the need to help a  good fr iend.  Most  

of  John’s  gospel  highl ights  Jesus’  d iv inity,  so the reference to fr iends highl ights  His  

humanity.  Also,  see John 15:12 to highl ight  this  point  of  Jesus and fr iendship.  

•  Jesus was fr iends with s isters  Mary and Martha,  and their  brother  Lazarus.  He would 

frequently  v is i t  them and in Luke 10,  Jesus used their  house as  a  place of  worship.  

•  Word got  to Jesus that  His  fr iend Lazarus was s ick,  however,  Jesus does not  leave to 

see him for  two days after  gett ing the message!  The ethos in  this  text  is  that  there 

are t imes when we feel  that  Jesus is  unaware of  our  need.   

•  Not everything that  we think is  a  cr is is  turns out  to be a cr is is .  In  Luke 10,  Martha 

was so stressed about dinner that  she missed the message,  or  the story of  the storm 

at  sea and Jesus being as leep.  Our storms can become a venue to our  revelat ion.  

•  Martha confronts  Jesus when He arr ives  and tel ls  Him that  He is  late in  helping.  

•  Jesus does not  get  upset  with Martha but  l i stens to her  lamenting.  In  the same 

breath she is  fuss ing at  Jesus,  she is  a lso profess ing her  fa i th in  Him. 

•  When we are hurt ing,  i t  i s  not  the t ime to run away from Jesus but  to run toward 

Him.  He wi l l  a lways be there wait ing for  us  with open arms.  

•  Jesus tel ls  Martha that  her  brother  wi l l  r ise again.  Martha agreed with Jesus 

(thinking of  his  resurrect ion in  the bibl ical  sense) ,  but  Jesus tel ls  her,  “ I  am the 

resurrect ion. . .”  He asks  her  i f  she bel ieves this ,  and she does.  Mary then comes to 

Jesus and fa l ls  at  His  feet.  We can see two forms of  prayer  in  the gr ieving of  the two 

s isters:  lamentat ion (Martha)  and adorat ion (Mary) .  Verse 35 is  a  key verse in  the 

New Testament:  Jesus wept.  

•  When they get  to the tomb,  Jesus has the stone removed (Lazarus was dead for  four  

days) .  Jesus begins  to pray and cry out  “Lazarus,  come out!”.  Lazarus came out,  

wearing the bandages and c lothes he was bur ied in.  

•  What’s  true of  Lazarus is  true for  a l l  f r iends of  Jesus:  the l i fe  He makes possible 

begins  here and now when we trust  in  His  name.   

•  As important  as  i t  i s  to have a fr iend l ike Jesus is  in  this  story,  i t  i s  important  to  be  a  

f r iend l ike this ,  on behalf  of  Jesus.   



    
 
Questions for Personal  Reflection or Group Discussion  

•  What were your key take-aways from the sermon? How can you apply  this  to your 

everyday l i fe? 

•  What do you think is  the s igni f icance of  Jesus weeping in  verse 35? 

•  Ref lect  on each of  the emotions and character ist ics  of  Jesus in  these verses.  How 

does this  help to better  understand the nature of  God? 

•  Read Hebrews 2:14-15.  What does this  passage,  a long with John 11,  teach us about 

l i fe  and our mortal i ty?  

•  Why did Jesus wait  two days to see Lazarus,  after  word got  to Him that  Lazarus was 

s ick? 
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