
    
 
BUMC Weekly Bible and Sermon Study 
 
Sermon: “Give Us Barabbas” (from the “Cross Culture” Lenten sermon series)  

Scripture:  Matthew 27:11-54 

 

Key take-aways from the Scripture 

•  In  this  sect ion of  the Book of  Matthew, we fol low the story of  the tr ia l ,  cruci f ix ion,  

death and buria l  of  Jesus.  Chapter  27 begins  with the chief  pr iests  and elders  

conferr ing against  Jesus and plot  His  death.  “They bound Him,  led Him away,  and 

handed Him over  to Pi late the governor.”   

•  In  verses 11-14,  Jesus was standing before Pi late,  who asked Him,  “Are you the King 

of  the Jews?”.  This  quest ion was meant to determine i f  Jesus broke Roman law.  Jesus 

repl ies  with “You say so.”  For  the Romans,  such a charge was considered treason and 

was punishable by death.  Then Pi late told Jesus each of  the accusat ions against  Him 

but  Jesus remained s i lent…to the great  amazement of  Pi late!  I t  i s  interest ing to note 

that  Jesus’  s i lence is  ful f i l led in  the prophecy of  Isa iah in  53:7-12 (the prophecy of  

the suffer ing servant) .   

•  In  verses 15-26,  Pi late is  unimpressed with the charges against  Jesus and sought  to 

release him from pr ison.  S ince this  in i t ia l  tr ia l  took place on the feast  of  Passover,  i t  

was customary for  the act ing Roman governor to release a  pr isoner.  P i late offered 

the growing crowd a choice to either  release Jesus or  a  man named Barabbas,  who 

was in  pr ison on charges of  murder.  Verse 19 explains  that  whi le  Pi late was s i tt ing in  

the “ judge’s  seat”,  h is  wife sent  a  message to him:  “Don’t  have anything to do with 

that  innocent man,  for  I  have suffered a great  deal  today in  a  dream because of  him.”  

During this  t ime,  the rel ig ious leaders  persuaded the crowd to have Barabbas 

released and Jesus executed.  Between the dream tel l ing him to have nothing to do 

with Jesus,  and now the crowds demanding His  execut ion,  Pi late found himself  to be 

in  a  di f f icult  s i tuat ion.  Verse 21 sheds some l ight  on Pi late’s  indecis ive character  by 

asking the crowd:  “Which of  the two do you want me to release?”’  The crowd 

responded by wanting Barabbas released and cr ied out  “Cruci fy  Him” in regard to 

Jesus.  Recogniz ing a  Jewish custom to procla im his  innocence of  the s i tuat ion,  Pi late 

then washed his  hands in  front  of  the crowd.  He told the crowd in verse 24:  “ I  am 

innocent  of  this  man’s  blood…It  is  your responsibi l i ty .”  Pi late then released 

Barabbas,  had Jesus f logged and then sent  away to be cruci f ied.  



    
 
 
Key take-aways from the Sermon   

•  This  service is  both known as “Palm Sunday” as wel l  as  “Passion Sunday.”  Even 

whi le we wave our palms in celebration,  we know where al l  of  this  is  headed.  On 

Monday,  Jesus is  c leansed the Temple,  on Thursday He’ l l  be betrayed with a kiss  

and then taken to Caiaphas the High Priest  and Pi late.   

•  The Jews,  under occupation,  have no authority to adjudicate c iv i l  matters,  but 

they can apply pressure to inf luence the verdict .  So the Jewish leaders bring Jesus 

to the Roman governor,  Pi late.   

•  Pi late was no fr iend to the Jews and took del ight in harassing the Jews.  Luke 13 

states that Pi late’s  troops drew blood in the Temple courts  and s laughtered 

innocent people.  This  incident drew great cr it ic ism and left  him in a continual  

state of  self -preservation.  Pol i t ical ly  speaking,  we often become too concerned 

with self -preservation that those we are cal led to serve! 

•  Jesus remained s i lent during His  tr ia l ,  which amazed Pi late (Matt  27:13-14)!  

•  When it  comes to tr ia l ,  when a defendant is  too quiet,  we usual ly  think he/she is  

gui l ty.  The church,  however,  sees Jesus’  s i lence as the fulf i l lment of  Scr ipture 

( Isaiah 53).   

•  Reflect ing on the tragedy of  the Covenant School  shooting,  there was a prayer 

vigi l  the evening of  the tragedy.  Moments l ike this  cal l  for  a t ime to weep and 

pray,  before we begin to explain the s ituation,  because prayer is  a  disciple’s  f i rst  

response.  I t  is  not a subst itute  for  act ion but a prerequis ite for  act ion.  I t  grounds 

us before we take act ion.  Intercession must give way to interact ion! 

•  In  Jesus’  prayer at  Gethsemane on Maundy Thursday,  His  prayer does not lead 

Him to avoid to the cross but to embrace i t .  

•  There comes a t ime when “do-nothing” hands have blood on them, and no amount 

of  hand washing wi l l  c leanse do-nothing hands (see Matthew 18:6).  We must 

avoid gett ing caught up in groupthink and embrace “God-think”.   

•  Pi late sensed Jesus was innocent but could not r isk his  posit ion.  He found a way 

out of  this  by applying a tradit ion used during Passover to give the people a 

choice of  releasing a pr isoner.  They chose Barabbas and then Pi late washed his  

hands of  the s ituation.   



    
 

•  Father Maximil l ian Kolbe was a Pol ish pr iest  during WWII  that was convicted and 

sent to Auschwitz  concentrat ion camp. One night,  a  man escaped from the 

concentrat ion camp but was caught by the camp guard.  The punishment was for  

10 men to be sentenced to “starvation bunker” and left  to die in i t .  Father Kolbe 

switched places with a man who had a family  and was put into the bunker.  To the 

amazement of  those there,  they heard prayer,  s inging and praise coming from the 

bunker…right up to the end.  The man Father Kolbe replaced was eventual ly  

released and l ived a long l i fe,  a lways sharing the story of  the man who saved him 

and died in his  place.   

•  We know a Man who has done that for  you and for me.  We must spend the rest  of  

our l ives tel l ing others about Him. It  is  not enough to just  tel l…we must do,  as  He 

has done for us for  the sake of  others.  When we do,  the world we see and know 

the real  Jesus…and our swords may even be beat into ploughshares!   

 

Questions for Personal  Reflection or Group Discussion  

•  What were your key take-aways from the sermon? How can you apply  this  to your 

everyday l i fe? 

•  What are your thoughts  regarding Jesus’  tr ia l?  Why did He respond the way that  He 

did? Why was Jesus so s i lent? 

•  What is  the s igni f icance of  “He’s  cal l ing E l i jah” in  verse 47? 

•  What is  the s igni f icance of  the unusual  events  that  surrounded Jesus’  death on the 

cross? 

•  Regarding what  Rev.  Dr.  Chappel l  sa id about gun violence,  how can we turn from 

beginning with prayer  to act ion? How do we turn from groupthink to “God-think”?  
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