
    
 
BUMC Weekly Bible and Sermon Study 
 
Sermon: “Grace Disguised” (from the “Cross Culture” Lenten sermon series)  

Scripture:  John 20:1-18 

 

Key take-aways from the Scripture 

•  In  this  sect ion of  the Book of  John,  we read about the Resurrect ion of  Jesus.   

•  In  verses 1-10,  Mary Magdalene came to the tomb that  Jesus’  body had been la id in,  

and “saw that  the stone had been removed from the tomb.”  S ince she was the f i rst  

person to arr ive at  the tomb,  she immediately  ran to S imon Peter  and John tel l ing 

them “They have taken the Lord out  of  the tomb,  and we do not  know where they 

have la id Him.”  When they arr ived at  the tomb,  they found only  Jesus’  bur ia l  

c lothing.  At  this  point ,  none of  them real ized that  Jesus had been resurrected!  They 

then returned to their  homes.  Verses 6-7 says:  “He (S imon Peter)  saw the l inen 

wrappings ly ing there,  and the c loth that  had been on Jesus’  head,  not  ly ing with the 

l inen wrappings but  rol led up in a  place by i tsel f .”  The New Interpreter’s  Study Bible 

commentary explains:  “The detai led descr ipt ion of  the buria l  c lothes establ ishes a  

contrast  with the Lazarus story.  Lazarus emerged from the tomb st i l l  wrapped in his  

bur ia l  wrappings (11:44)  but,  for  Jesus,  the wrappings of  death are completely  left  

behind.”   

•  In  verses 11-18,  Mary remained at  the tomb of  Jesus,  weeping,  whi le  the others  

departed.  Al l  of  the sudden,  two angels  appeared to her  and said:  “Woman,  why are 

you weeping?” Mary repl ied to them, “They have taken away my Lord,  and I  do not  

know where they have la id Him.” She then turned around and saw Jesus standing 

behind her  but  did not  recognize that  i t  was Him.  Jesus said to her,  “Woman,  why are 

you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” At  this  point ,  Mary bel ieved that  she was 

speaking with the grounds keeper/gardener and repl ied,  “S ir ,  i f  you have carr ied him 

away,  tel l  me where you have la id him,  and I  wi l l  take him away.”  In  the emotional  

high point  of  the Gospel ,  Jesus said to her  “Mary!”  and she turned to Him and said,  

“Rabbouni”  (Rabbi  or  Teacher)!  Jesus then told her  in  verse 17 not  to touch Him 

because He had not  yet  ascended to the Father.  reported predict ions that  would be 

ful f i l led only  after  the work’s  conclusion.”  

•  Jesus then instructed Mary to go to the disc iples  and tel l  them. Mary left  at  once and 

told the disc iples  when she caught up with them: “ I  have seen the Lord!! !”   



    
 
Key take-aways from the Sermon   

•  Mary was the f i rst  to discover  Jesus’  empty tomb.  The name Mary means “bitter  

tears”  in  Hebrew.  Magdalene is  not  her  last  name but  was where she was from. She is  

often referred to as  “the apost le to the apost les”  from her tel l ing the others  about 

what she witnessed at  Jesus’  tomb.   

•  Si lent  Saturday :  the day between Jesus’  death on Good Fr iday and the Resurrect ion 

on Easter  Sunday.  Through our  own pain and suffer ing we get  a  g l impse of  what Jesus 

went through for  us.  

•  Si lence does NOT mean absence.  I t  i s  a  “not-yet”  moment.  “S i lence is  God’s  f i rst  

language;  everything else is  a  poor translat ion.”  Keat ing  

•  Mary came to the tomb at  night  when i t  was st i l l  dark.  This  i s  not  just  a  temporal  

statement but  an existent ia l  one,  as  i t  i s  a lso speaks of  the condit ion of  her  soul :  i t  

was dark.  Her  eyes were open,  but  she cannot see.  She is  d isor iented by gr ief .   

•  Soon,  Mary’s  gr ief  turns into fear  as  she not ices  the stone that  had covered Jesus’  

grave was removed.  She runs to Peter  and John assuming i t  was grave robbers.   

•  To make sense of  this ,  the disc iples  turn to Scr ipture (they only  had the Hebrew Bible 

text) ,  to Psalm 16 and Isaiah 53.  We see that  the written word points  to the l iv ing 

Word!  This  is  why Bible study is  essent ia l !  

•  The necess ity  of  spir i tual  formation:  you cannot remember something that  you don’t  

know! (Luke 24:8)  

•  When the other disc iples  left  the tomb,  Mary stayed behind weeping.  She was 

gr ieving but  she was not  leaving.  Jesus is  behind her,  but  she does not  know it!  

•  Jesus then cal ls  her  name,  “Mary!”  When she hears  her  name,  she knows i t ’s  Jesus!  

•  The Christ ian confess ion is  not  an abstract  hypothet ical  truth.  I t ’s  personal !  We don’t  

worship a  distant  God.  He knows each of  us  personal ly .   

•  I f  you l i sten in  s i lence,  you wi l l  hear  Jesus cal l ing your name.  S i lence is  not  

absence…it ’s  just  “not-yet”.  You may weep at  night,  but  joy comes in  the morning.  

•  The greatest  evidence of  the Resurrect ion is  not  just  the empty tomb,  but  a  changed 

l i fe.  A l i fe  no longer afraid of  the dark and l ives  in  the l ight.   

o  Easter  means two things:  (1)  a  l i fe  that  never  ends;  and (2)  and a love that  

never  fa i ls .  

•  What God has done in an empty tomb wi l l  enable you to stand up,  and stand stand 

fast  and stand f i rm,  because we know on this  day that  l i fe  never  ends and love never  

fa i ls .   



    
 
Questions for Personal  Reflection or Group Discussion  

•  What were your key take-aways from the sermon? How can you apply  this  to your 

everyday l i fe? 

•  Why wasn’t  Mary able to recognize Jesus at  f i rst?  When she did,  why couldn’t  she 

touch Him? What is  the s igni f icance of  Jesus’  ascension status? 

•  Jesus tel ls  Mary to tel l  the other  disc iples  what she has seen and heard (v.  17) .  What 

is  the s igni f icance of  her  being the bearer  of  the good news of  Jesus’  resurrect ion? 

•  How can we avoid feel ing that  God is  s i lent  in  the midst  of  our  pain and suffer ing? 

•  What is  the s igni f icance of  Mary remaining at  the tomb of  Jesus when the other  

disc iples  had left?  

•  How have you grown closer  in  your love for  God and neighbor this  Easter  season? 

How wi l l  you incorporate this  into your everyday l i fe?  
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