
    
 
BUMC Weekly Bible and Sermon Study 
 
Sermon: “Christ  Centered”  

Scripture:  Hebrews 1:1-14 

 

Key take-aways from the Scripture 

•  In  the beginning of  the Book of  Hebrews,  we see the f i rst  chapter  cover  the glory and 

superior i ty  of  Jesus Christ .  Jesus is  the ful f i l lment of  the of  the Mosaic  System and 

superior  to a l l  those whom the Law was or ig inal ly  g iven and administered by (Angels ,  

Moses,  and Levit ical  Pr iests) .  His  div ine status is  incomparable.  

•  The f i rst  two verses highl ight  God’s  approaches to speaking with our  ancestors.  This  

was done through dreams,  v is ions or  direct ly  to them (think back to Abraham and 

Moses) .  Now, God is  speaking to us  through His  Son,  Jesus Chr ist .  Verse 2 says,  “God 

promised everything to the Son as  an inheritance,  and through the Son he created 

the universe.”   

•  The NRSV Cultural  Backgrounds Study Bible explains,  “Because Christ  i s  greater  than 

the angels  who mediated the law (2:2) ,  the punishment for  neglect ing his  salvat ion is  

a lso greater  than the punishment for  reject ing the law (2:1-4) .  Some may have also 

been tempted to reduce Jesus’  d iv ine status to the status of  a  mere angel  to better  

accommodate their  synagogue cr i t ics ;  some Diaspora Jews even al lowed angels  a  role 

in  creat ion.  Jesus,  however,  i s  greater  than angels  (2:5-18) .”  

•  Verse 3 explains  how “the Son radiates  God’s  own glory and expresses the very 

character  of  God,  and he sustains  everything by the mighty power of  his  command.  

When he had c leansed us from our s ins,  he sat  down in the place of  honor at  the 

r ight  hand of  the majest ic  God in heaven.”  Verse 4 then explains  that  “this  shows 

that  the Son is  far  greater  than the angels ,  just  as  the name God gave him is  greater  

than their  names.”  

•  Verses 5-14 are comprised of  a  ser ies  of  scr iptural  verses (pr imari ly  from the Book of  

Psalms)  to further  i l lustrate Chr ist ’s  d iv ine status.  For  example,  verse 7 says,  “Of  the 

angels  he says,  ‘He makes his  angels  winds,  and his  servants  f lames of  f i re. ’”  This  

a l igns with Psalm 104:4,  “…you make the winds your messengers,  f i re  and f lame your 

ministers .”  Here,  the elements (wind and f i re)  serve as  messengers  s imi lar  to angels ,  

which do not  compare with the Son (see verse 8) .   

  



    
 
Key take-aways from the Sermon   

•  Today begins  a  new sermon ser ies  cal led “Anchored” based on the Book of  Hebrews.  

The theme verse for  this  ser ies  comes from Heb 6:19,  “We have this  hope as  an 

anchor for  the soul .  I t  i s  safe and sure,  and goes through the curtain of  the heavenly  

temple into the inner  sanctuary.  On our behalf  Jesus has gone there before us  and 

become our high pr iest  forever.”   

•  The Gospel  of  Jesus Chr ist  i s  our  anchor .  I t  holds  us  steady,  connects  us  with each 

other  and keeps us  from dr i f t ing or  being swept away by an adverse current.   

•  We often refer  to the Book of  Hebrews as  a  “ letter”  however,  a  c loser  examinat ion of  

this  book shows i t  i s  not  l ike a  letter .  I t  i s  more of  a  sermon  than a letter .  The f inal  

part  of  Hebrews (see 13:22)  shows the author def ining his  own mater ia l  as  an 

exhortat ion  or  encouragement.  The pr imary purpose of  preaching and sermons is  to 

encourage in a  discourages context ,  and upl i f t .  

•  This  epist le  is  addressed to an ethnic  group,  the Hebrews,  who were experiencing 

tension between their  ancient  customs and tradit ions and their  new faith community.  

These part icular  people were facing tremendous pressure from both the synagogue 

as  wel l  as  the state and were leaving the fa i th.  They are worn out  and worn down. 

•  The author of  Hebrews evokes Christology ,  or  the understanding of  Christ ,  as  the 

answer to their  problems! The answer is  to turn their  eyes upon Jesus,  their  anchor! 

•  The or ig ins  of  Jesus in  Hebrews is  t ied to the dawn of  a l l  creat ion,  and not  just  in  a  

stable in  Bethlehem. The focus is  on the div ine nature of  Chr ist ,  and to know Jesus is  

to know God.  The image of  the invis ible God! 

•   We are a  “Christ-centered” people…when you are c lear  as  to who Jesus is ,  we are 

c lear  as  to who we are as  the church.  

•  When we are faced with s i tuat ions that  cause us to feel  “burned out”  and fat igued,  i t  

i s  not  just  about us  holding on to the rope and enduring…but also Who is  holding on 

at  the other  end of  that  rope.  When we get  to the end of  our  rope,  there is  an anchor 

holding on to you.  

•  We also need “human anchors”  (those who keep us grounded),  notably  our  mothers,  

as  we celebrate Mother’s  Day.  We also think about those who help us  in  our  t imes of  

need.   

•  Even when you come to the end of  your rope,  God is  there.  The One who made you in  

His  image,  redeemed you by His  blood,  and sustains  you by His  Spir i t  wi l l  not  forget  

His  own.  This  i s  our  anchor!   



    
 
Questions for Personal  Reflection or Group Discussion  

•  What were your key take-aways from the sermon? How can you apply  this  to your 

everyday l i fe? 

•  What is  the importance of  highl ight ing the superior i ty  of  Chr ist  in  this  f i rst  chapter  

of  Hebrews? 

•  Why is  i t  important  for  us  to understand why and how God reveals Himself  through 

the Son? 

•  Read verses 2-3.  L ist  a l l  of  the things that  are used to descr ibe the Son.  

•  Read verses 4-14.  L ist  a l l  of  the ways that  Jesus is  superior  to the angels .  Why is  this  

important  to know? In what  ways do angels  compare to human beings?  

•  What is  Christology ,  and why is  this  concept  important  to our fa i th? 

•  What does i t  mean to be a  Christ-centered church? 

•  Who is  an anchor  in  your l i fe? Who have you been an anchor  for? 
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