
    
 

BUMC Weekly Bible and Sermon Study 
 
Sermon: “Pract ical  D ivin ity ”  from the “Anchored” sermon series  

Scr ipture: Hebrews 13:1-16 

 

Key take-aways from the Scr ipture 

•  In  this final  section of  the Book of Hebrews, we explore the idea of how our soc ial 

and spir i tual  duties are to be animated by the love of  Chr ist .  The wri ter of  

Hebrews concludes this book with exhortat ions of  how our  behavior  i s  in relation 

to one another  (vv.  1 -3) ; to ourselves (vv.  4 -9) ; and to God (vv. 10 -21) .  

•  Chapter  13 be gins with the sentence, “Let  mutual  love continue.”  This harkens 

back to chapter 10:24,  “And let us consider how to provoke one another to love 

and good deeds…”  

•  Verses 2-3 discusses how we are not to “…neglect  to show hospital i ty  to 

strangers,  for by doing  that some have entertained angels without knowing i t .” 

There are several  areas in Scr ipture that mention this as well ,  namely: Genesis 

18:1-8 (Abraham and Sarah) ;  19:1 -3 (Lot) ;  Judges 6:11-22 (Gideon);  13:3-21 

(Manoah) .   

•  In  verses 4-6, the exhortat ions mo ve from behaviors we are to hold toward others 

to behavior  toward ourselves.  Verse 4 states, “Marr iage should be honored by al l ,  

and the marr iage bed kept pure…” Verse 5 reads,  “Keep your l ives free from the 

love of  money and be content with what you have… ”  

•  Verses 7-9 explains that  we are to “remember your  leaders, who spoke the word 

of  God to you.” Here,  we are exhorted to honor those that taught us the word of  

God,  which helped to form and guide us in our fai th.  Their teachings (which must 

be rooted in Scripture and not “…carr ied away by al l  k inds of  strange teaching…” 

(v.  9) help to anchor us to Jesus Chr ist  “who is the same yesterday and today.” 

(v .8) 

•  Verses 10-16 discusses sacr i f ices pleasing to God.  This sect ion begins with how 

the high pr iest  carr ied “…the blood of animals into the Most Holy P lace as a sin 

offer ing,  but the bodies were then burned outside the camp.” Chr ist ’ s sacri f ice, 

which was made outside the c i ty  gate (v.  12)  does not require certain actions 

from us, but rather  our fai th in Him.    



    
 
Key take-aways from the Sermon   

•  I t  i s  helpful to think of  t he Book of  Hebrews  as a “sermon”, and the “preacher” of  

Hebrews concludes this sermon at  chapter  12. This Book contains a high 

Chr istology (a high understanding of  Christ) ,  which can be seen in Hebrews 1:3.  

o  Jesus i s both human and div ine.  He was tempted in  every way that we are, 

but without sin.  He is God incarnate…the Word made f lesh.  

•  The intended audience of  Hebrews was the early church growing t ired in their  

fai th.  They are weary of  try ing to be fai thful in a tumultuous environment.  

•  The guidance given to them was to turn our  eyes upon Jesus…our  anchor!  

•  In  chapter 13,  the wr i ter  switches gears and is a summary statement containing 

instruct ions and a benedict ion ( think of i t  as,  “one more thing,  then I’m done. )  

•  The text  today opens with  “Keep on loving one another…” This i s  a call  to mutual  

love. This i s  the “l i tmus test” for the church!  Agape love!  

o  “Loving one another i s  the never -ending Chr ist ian obl igat ion; the essence 

of  Chr ist ian ethics and behavior,  promoting the highest  good of  others,  

and not causing harm.”  - John Wesley   

•  Love is not a c losed c i rc le,  and as verse 2 says,  “Don’t  neglect  to show hospita li ty  

to strangers ,  for by so doing some have entertained angels unaware.”  Heb.  13:2  

•  The author  of  Hebrews shares six soc ial  re lat io nships in which love i s to be 

shared: (1)  Church: brothers and sisters;  (2)  Street:  stranger;  (3) Jai l  Cell :  

pr isoner;  (4)  Home: spouse; (5)  Marketplace: resources;  and (6)  Study: spiri tual  

leaders (13:7) .   

•  Conduct i s  our  creed: unless belief becomes behav ior , i t  does not mean much!  

•  In  the ear ly Methodist  church,  John Wesley was taking a lot of  abuse due to the 

content of  his sermons and disinformation surrounding the Methodist  movement.   

o  He wrote “The Character  of a Methodist”  to def ine what a Methodist  i s  and 

is not.  The aim of the church is to love people!  

•  I f  you real ly want to know what the church is l ike,  you must  get engaged. You 

must do something for  somebody else.  

•  The heart of  the gospel  i s  the Man on the cross is  our  anchor  and love has 

everything to do with i t .  When love i s our  guide, Jesus saves,  and transformation 

happens in big and l i tt le  ways.   



    
 
Quest ions for  Personal Reflect ion or Group Discuss ion  

•  What were your  key take -aways  from the sermon?  How can you apply  th is  to  y our  

everyday l i fe?  

•  What are  some of  the exhorta tions  for  behavi or  to ward others  that the au thor  of  

Hebrews  charges  us  with?  How about toward ourselves?  Final ly ,  toward God?  

•  What are  some of  the practical  duties  tha t we are  cal led to do in  the service  of  

others?  

•  What soc ial  re lationships  in  Heb 1 3 do we encount er  in  which we are  cal led to love?  

•  What does  Rev.  Dr .  Chappel l  mean by “Conduct is  our  creed”?  

•  What was  John Wes ley’s  concl us ion in  h is  “Character  of  a  Methodis t”?  

•  How is  love  the heart of  the Book of  Hebrews  (and  the entire  Gospel  in  general)?   
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