
    
 

BUMC Weekly Bible and Sermon Study 
 
Sermon: “Love”  from the “Called  Together ” sermon series  

Scr ipture: John  13:31-35 

 

Key take-aways from the Scr ipture 

•  In  this sect ion of  John, Jesus i s meeting with His disc iples and discussing what i s  

considered the mark of  disc ipleship.  

 

•  In  verse 31-32,  we read “When Judas was gone, Jesus said,  ‘Now the Son of Man is 

glor i fied and God is g lor i f ied in him.  I f God is g lor i f ied in him,  God wil l  g lori fy  the 

Son in himsel f ,  and wil l  g lori fy  him at  once. ’” Glor i fy ing i s to make visible.  

 

•  There are instances in the Old Testament where God shared His g lory,  for  example 

in Exodus 33 with Moses.  These verses in John show that the cross i s  the greatest  

revelat ion of God’s g lory!  

 

•  Verse 33 says,  “My children,  I  wil l  be with you only a l i tt le longer .  You wi l l  look 

for  me,  and just  as I  told the Jews,  so I  te l l  you now: Where I  am going,  you 

cannot come.”   

 

•  According to the NRSV Cultural  Backgrounds Study Bible,  “Disc iples sometimes 

cal led their teachers “Father ,” and sages  and rabbis would refer  to their disc iples 

as their  “chi ldren.”  

 

•  Verses 34-35 comprise the heart  of this passage, “A new command I g ive you: 

Love one another.  As I  have loved you, so you must love one another.  

 

•   By this everyone wi l l  know that you are my disciples,  i f  you love one another .”  

Jesus i s the embodiment of  God’s love and we,  as disc iples, are cal led to embody 

Chr ist ’ s love. Also,  the idea of loving others was not a new concept, however,  the 

sacr i f icial  love that Christ  teaches us i s  revolut ionary!   

  



    
 
Key take-aways from the Sermon   

•  We are at  the conclusion of  the “Cal led Together”  sermon ser ies.  The idea of  the 

ser ies i s  that  everyone who is a baptized chi ld of  God, and professes fai th in 

Chr ist ,  i s  “cal led of God” into ministry.  We can’ t do i t a lone but in community.  

•  Today,  we are explor ing the most cri t ical  cal l ing as a chi ld of  God…to love! 

•  Today’s Scr ipture reading i s Jesus’  last  message to His disc iples and takes the role 

of  a servant. Jesus had just  predicted Judas’  betrayal  and Peter’s denial.  He was 

abandoned in His hour of  need,  however , John wr i tes that  all  of this wil l  g lori fy  

God.  In other words,  the glory of God is about to be revealed in Jesus’  sacr i fic ial  

and sel f less love on the cross (see also John 15:13) .   

•  Jesus addresse s these rugged fi shermen as “chi ldren”. This i s  not a term of  

der ision but of endearment and  signi f ies a deep commitment between Jesus and 

His fol lowers.   

•  In  John 13:34-35,  Jesus refers to this as a “new commandment”.  I t  i s interest ing,  

as this i s  as old as the Torah (Levi t icus 19:18) .  In Levi ticus,  the word neighbor 

refers to your  fami ly/kin /tribe whi le Jesus expan ds this to al l !  Even your enemies!  

•  Mercy does not exc lude just ice.  They go together!  “Mercy without just ice i s the 

mother  of dissolut ion; just ice without mercy i s cruelty.” -Thomas Aquinas  

•  When the balance between mercy and just ice i s lost ,  the wicked go ei ther  

unpunished or  are punished with unending brutal i ty  (See Micah 6:8) .   

•  Radical izat ion: the process where and individual or  group embraces an extremist  

ideology and accepts,  uses and condones v iolence to achieve an agenda.  This i s  

what Jesus teaches against  in today’s Scripture passage  ( John 13:34) .  

•  Agape: a pure, wil l ful,  sacri f ic ial love that desi res another ’s highest  good.  

•  Love is what val idates our witness into the wor ld ( John 13:35) .  This i s  what makes 

our  test imony rel iable and sincere.  

•  Vision of  BUMC: “Create a cul ture of love formed through relat ionships with 

Chr ist  and others” , so that others may know us by the way we love each other .  

•  The work that we are doing i s for  love’s sake: love of  God,  chi ldren, neighbor,  the 

next generation. Everybody has something at  stake in this.  I t’ s  all  for love’s sake!  

 

  



    
 
Quest ions for  Personal Reflect ion or Group Discuss ion  

•  What were your key take -aways from the sermon? How can you apply this to your 

everyday l i fe?  

•  In  what ways does our Chr ist l ike love show that we are His disc iples?  

•  Read 1 Cor inthians 13.  Taken together  with John 13:31 -35,  how can we define 

“ love”?  What are the characterist ics of  love?  

•  What makes Chr ist ian love so unique?  

•  Why does Jesus address His disc iples,  these rugged f i shermen, as “children”  of 

God? What i s the signi f icance?  

•  In  John 13:34-35,  why does Jesus refer  to this commandment as “new”?  

•  How has Jesus loved you?  How can you take this and share this love with one 

another? 
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