
    
 

BUMC Weekly Bible and Sermon Study 
 
Sermon: “Ordinary People”  from the “Call  Stories” sermon series  

Scr ipture: 1 Corinthians  1:26-31 

 

Key take-aways from the Scr ipture 

•  In  this sect ion of  1 Corinthians,  Paul  i s  wr i ting about the div isions within the 

church and how God’s way of  thinking i s not l ike the world’s way. In these verses, 

Paul  i s  appeal ing to the Cor inthians to reject  the wor ld’s standards of  wealth and 

boasting.  Whi le  we can spend a l i fet ime accumulat ing knowledge and we alth from 

the wor ld, i t i s  useless without a personal  re lat ionship with Chr ist .  Understanding 

and l iv ing out the gospel  message wi ll  transcend us above the world’s values!  

•  In  vv. 26-29,  Paul wri tes,  “Consider  your  own call ,  brothers and sisters:  not many 

of  you were wise by human standards,  not many were powerful,  not many were of 

noble bi r th.  But God chose what i s  fool ish in the wor ld to shame the wise;  God 

chose what i s  we ak in the wor ld to shame the strong; God chose what i s  low and 

despised in the world, things that  are not,  to abol ish things that are, so that no 

one might boast  in the presence of  God.” In other  words, no amount of human 

effort  or intel lect can be a subst i tute for,  or gloss over ,  Chr ist ’ s work on the 

cross.  This i s  our  cal l  to fai th!  

•  The NRSV Cultural  Backgrounds Study Bible explains,  “Paul ’ s threefold repeti tion 

(chose )  i s  rhetor ical  antistrophe (repeating a phrase at  the end of  a l ine…). Paul 

here develops the three examples from v. 26 -the wise, the powerful  and the 

honored ar istocrats.” Also,  we can see similar sentiment in verse 29 to that of 

Jeremiah 9:23.  This sets  up Paul ’ s quoting Jeremiah 9:24 in verse 31.  

•  In  vv. 30-31,  Paul wri tes,  “ In contrast,  God is why you are in Christ  Jesus,  who 

became for  us wisdom from God,  and r ighteousness and sancti f icat ion and 

redemption, in order that, as i t  i s  wr i tten,  “Let the one who boasts,  boast  in the 

Lord.” Salvat ion is accompl ished from a cruc i f ied Chr ist ,  which i s revealed to 

humble bel ievers,  those with fai th l ike a chi ld,  (Luke 18:17)  rather  than the 

proud,  wealthy and those that cl ing to the wor ld’s standard of  value.   

  



    
 
Key take-aways from the Sermon   

•  This i s  a new sermon ser ies cal led “Call  Stor ies”, in  which we are going to 

consider  the stor ies of  people called by God.  

•  Today’s Scr ipture passage is a letter  from Paul  to the church in Cor inth. Cor inth 

was a prosperous,  yet  morally  corrupt, c i ty in antiquity.  The letter opens with 

Paul  addressing a community with odds with one another .  There was a 

preoccupation with power  and influence, which made i ts way into the ear ly 

church there.  

•  To help minister  to this group,  Paul  draws a contrast  between what the wor ld 

deems wise and powerful,  and what Chr ist ians deem wise and powerful .  

•  Imposture syndrome: feeling l ike we don’t belong due to our  insecur i t ies.  

Regardless of  these feelings,  God has cal led  and chosen YOU! 

•  We are not saved by Chr ist  for what we do …we are saved because of who we are ! 

•  Paul  i s  di recting us not to deny what i s  good in our  l ives,  but to c laim i t  and 

proclaim God’s power in our l ives.  To celebrate God’s provision and power in our  

l ives! 

•  We can turn any insult ,  or even compl iment, directed toward us into a chance to 

praise God! Consider  that  some of  the cri t icisms and insults that  we have 

exper ienced are a l imited understanding of who God is and who God cal l s,  on the 

part  of  those who hurt  us.   

•  The scope of who God wil l  choose and call  i s l imit less!  In the text,  Paul i s  

ensur ing that the Cor inthians understand that God doesn’ t  just  cal l  the powerful 

and el i te but  looks to empower and equip al l  that  He call s.  ALL  of us!  

•  “But what use i s a  rel ig ion that only produces characters in history books?  Was 

there not room for  more ordinary  g lory?  Civi l  R ights act iv ists inspired me,  but the 

people who changed my l ife  were regular  members of  my congregation .”  Esau M.   

•  Each of us embody a more ordinary glory and br ing the mess of  our l ives to the 

cross.  We are al l  set  apart  for  a part icular  cal l ing!  

•  Ordinary g lory: God has cal led the saints as they were and call ing us today just  as 

we are. You may not be cal led to wor ldly  “greatness” ,  but you are cal led to l ive 

into your  ordinary g lory!  

  



    
 
Quest ions for  Personal Reflect ion or Group Discuss ion  

•  What were your key take -aways from the sermon? How can you apply this to your 

everyday l i fe?  

•  In  verse 27,  Paul wri tes of  God choosing “…things that are powerless to shame 

those who are powerful .”  What does this mean? Why is this important?  

•  I s  there any way that we can earn our salvat ion? I f not,  what must we do?  

•  How can we encourage and support  one another to put our fai th in Christ ,  rather  

than the ways of  the wor ld?  

•  In  what areas of l i fe  do you feel  a sense of  “imposter  syndrome”? Why? How can 

you overcome this?  

•  Consider  what you sense God has cal led you to do.  What do you think i s holding 

you back from this cal l?  How wi ll  you overcome this?  
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