
    
 

BUMC Weekly Bible and Sermon Study 
 
Sermon: “Remembering Names ”  from the “Call  Stories” sermon series  

Scr ipture: Romans 16:1-16 

 

Key take-aways from the Scr ipture 

•  In  this sect ion of  Romans,  Paul  i s concluding his letter  to the Romans and 

launches into various greetings to those that have served the church (27 names in 

total ! ) .   

•  In  vv. 1-2,  we read,  “ I  commend to you our  sister  Phoebe,  a deacon of  the church 

at Cenchrea, so that you may welcome her  in the Lord as i s  fi tt ing for  the saints 

and help her in whatever she may require from you,  for she has been a benefactor 

of  many and of  mysel f  as wel l .”  Phoebe (which means “bright” or  “radiant”)  and is 

cal led a “deacon of  the church” , which some translate as also “servant” or  

“helper”  given her  role as Paul ’ s emissary to deliver  his letter .   

•  In  verses.  3-5,  Pr isc il la  and Aqui la are a marr ied couple,  who had been expel led,  

along with the other Jews,  f rom Rome (see Acts 18:2 -3) .  Verse 5 says,  “Greet also 

the church in their house” ,  because poorer or  newer  synagogues and churches 

often met in hom es before they could afford a bui lding of  their  own.  Verse 5 

concludes with a greeting to Epaenetus, who is thought to be the f irst  convert  to 

Chr ist  in  the province of  Asia.  

•  The remaining verses speak of  other var ious fr iends and helpers of the church: In 

v.  6, Mary i s identi f ied simply as someone “…who has worked very hard among 

you.”  Verse 7 speaks of  Andronicus and Junia,  who were thought to be married, 

and were “highly  repected among the apost les”  by Paul ,  and also imprisoned with 

him at one t ime. Verses 8 -9 speak of greeting Ampl iatus,  Urbanus and Stachys.  

These were common Roman names.  

•  Verses.  10-16 speaks of  greeting several others, namely:   Apel les, who was 

“approved in Chr ist”  and to “greet those who belong to the fami ly  of 

Ar istobulus” ,  Herodion,  the fami ly  of Narcissus,  Tryphaena, Tryphosa, Persis,  

Rufus,  Asyncr i tus,  Phlegon,  Hermes , Patrobas,  Hermas,  Phi lologus,  Jul ia,  Nereus,  

Olympas,  “and all  the saints who are with them.”  Verse 16 concludes with, “Greet 

one another  with a holy kiss.  Al l  the churches of Chr ist  greet you.”   



    
 
Key take-aways from the Sermon   

•  Today’s Scr ipture contains 27 names and is a part  of  a section we refer  to as the 

personal greetings  sect ion of Paul’ s letters.  In  ancient epist les comes at  the end 

of  a letter  and not the beginning.  This i s  the longest  l i st  of names in al l  of Paul’ s 

letters.  Paul  knew these people from some of the  places he had visi ted at  a t ime 

when Jews were being expel led from Rome  and scattered throughout the region . 

•  Posters,  memorials,  and monuments l i st  names for  us to know and honor.  

•  Onomastic  (der ivat ion-Greek) : Of  or  belonging to naming.  

•  An important name l i sted in today’s Scripture i s Phoebe.  Paul  refers to her  as a 

deacon of  the church and supported the ear ly church.   

•  A few of the names l i sted were royal ,  some were Greek and Jewish, some young 

and old.  As you look at  the col lect ion of names in this reading you sense an 

emerging soc ial  network that i s  not based on shared ethnici ty,  status,  or  gender . 

In an empire that pr i zed i t’ s own culture, stat ion and sovereignty we see an 

emerging sub-culture in which all  the usual  dist inct ions between humans i s 

i r relevant.   

•  We see issues with today’s cul ture highlighting the things that we are against  

rather  than what we are all  for.   

•  There i s a growing concern on the r i se of  antisemit ism in our  country,  especial ly 

on col lege and universi ty  campuses.  Since the terror  attack against  I srael  on 

October  7, there has been a 388% increase in antisemit ic host i l i ty.   

•  Martin Niemol ler :  Lutheran pastor  and ear ly Nazi  supporter  who was later 

impr isoned for  opposing Hit ler’ s regime.  He wrote “Then They Came For  Me”, 

which is engraved at the National Holocaust  Museum.   

•  I t  i s  troubl ing when our grasp of history becomes so biased by our  groupthink, 

that  we cannot see our complexi ty. We are concerned for the people and the 

chi ldren of  I srael  and in Gaza.   

•  There i s a deep bond that forms in a common faith !  When one of us hurts,  we all  

hurt.  When one celebrates,  we al l  do. We are connected…we are one fami ly!  

•  In  the names we see today,  in  the names we say out loud and remember, we see 

the saints!  They who have “poked holes into the darkness” .  

•  A saint  i s  a  sinner, who never g ives up!   



    
 
Quest ions for  Personal Reflect ion or Group Discuss ion  

•  What were your key take -aways from the sermon? How can you apply this to your 

everyday l i fe?  

•  Who is Phoebe? What i s her posi t ion and importance to Paul’ s mission and the 

church? 

•  L ike the names l i sted in these verses, how are you working hard for Chr ist  and the 

church? 

•  Think of some examples where you have seen a l i st  of  names being presented and 

honored (memorial ,  plaque, etc .) .  What makes i t so important and sacred?  How 

does i t  honor  those who are named?  

•  What does Rev.  Dr . Chappel l  mean by a saint  as someone who “pokes holes in the 

darkness”?  
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