
    
 

BUMC Weekly Bible and Sermon Study 
 
Sermon: “The Stranger”  from the “Call  Stories” sermon series  

Scr ipture: Matthew 25:31-46  

 

Key take-aways from the Scr ipture 

•  This sect ion of Matthew is known as both the Parable of the Sheep and the Goats 

and the Judgement of the Nations.  This i s  the f inal  parable in the Book of Mathew 

and a story about the f inal judgement.   

•  Verses 31-33 read,  “When the Son of Man comes in his g lory,  and al l  the angels 

with him,  he wil l  s i t  on his g lorious throne. Al l  the nations wi ll  be gathered 

before him, and he wi ll  separate the people one from another as a shepherd 

separates the sheep fro m the goats.  He wil l  put the sheep on his r ight and the 

goats on his left.” Jesus used sheep and goats to i l lustrate the di f ference between 

bel ievers and unbel ievers.  Ezekiel 34:17 -24 makes a similar  separation between 

sheep and goats.   

•  After  i l lustrat ing those that are separated,  this story then detail s how common 

kindness for  one another wi ll  af fect  our standing in the final  judgement before 

God.  Verses 34-36 discuss how those on His r ight  (sheep)  provided for  Him when 

He was in need.  Specif ical ly ,  “For I  was hungry, and you gave me something to 

eat,  I  was thi rsty,  and you gave me something to dr ink,  I  was a stranger  and you 

invi ted me in, I  needed clothes and you clothed me, I  was sick and you looked 

after  me, I  was in prison and you ca me to v isi t  me.”  

•  Verses 37-39 have those on the right  respond to Jesus confused as to when they 

provided for Him.  Jesus responds in verse 40,  “…‘Truly  I  tel l  you,  whatever  you 

did for one of the least  of these brothers and sisters of  mine, you did for me. ’”   In 

a simi lar  sty le,  Jesus tel l s  those on His left (goats)  that  they did not help Jesus in 

His t imes of need. When they asked when that might have happened, Jesus repl ies 

in  a simi lar  way as He did to those on His r ight,  “whatever  you did not do for one 

of  the least  of t hese, you did not do for me.”  

•  Verse 46 concludes with, ““Then they wil l  go away to eternal punishment, but the 

r ighteous to eternal  l i fe.”    



    
 
Key take-aways from the Sermon   

•  We are continuing the ser ies of di fferent cal l  stor ies,  reminding ourselves that  

God call s each one of  us to be in service to God’s k ingdom here on earth. Today is 

the conclusion of this ser ies,  and we are examining Jesus’  f inal discourse in the 

Book of  Matthew. 

•  This i s  a passage that causes us to pause and reflect  on our  l ives and personal  

intentions.  I t i s  a  passage that invi tes us to understand how Chr ist  i s  cal l ing  us to 

act ion in the world .  To be a people that l ive out our  fai th with each step we take!  

•  Verse 35 tel l s us that  Jesus separates the sheep from the goats and tell s one 

group what they have done to “ inher i t  the kingdom.”  

•  Fight or  f l ight  response: before we fight  or  flee in a challenging si tuation, most of 

us are  f irst  paralyzed from act ing. We are st i l l  and do nothing, and this i s  the 

opposi te of  what Jesus i s teaching us here.  The parable that precedes this 

passage (Parable of the Talents)  i s  also a cal l  to act ion!  

•  We must inst i l l  a  desire within ourselves to cal l  upon the Holy Spir i t ,  in a way 

that wi l l  move us to act so that i t  becomes in our  nature to act  as the hands and 

feet of  Jesus Chr ist  in al l  that  we do.  

•  The sheep and the goats were not separated by our  act ion or  inaction, but more 

in their nature.  As Jesus shares al l  the things that the sheep have done to inher i t  

the kingdom,  He also shares that the sheep have a response to their  actions …” 

Lord, when was i t that  we saw you hungry and gave you food…?”  Jesus repl ied,  

“whenever  you did one of  these things to someone over looked or  ignored, that  

was me, you did i t  to me”.  Neither group knew whom they were serving, i t i s  

marked by who had the natural  response to  see a need and respond with love.  

•  As John Wesley taught regarding sancti ficat ion, we must l ive our l ives through the 

lens of  loving God and loving our  neighbor.  

•  What Jesus i s saying in this passage is that what you do matters! What we do  

matters!  Your  story matters!  We only need to respond in love and get going!  

•  Your  story matters, your  love matters.  We are here for each other  and not in this 

alone on this journey!  Our  Savior offers us grace that wi ll  change our l ives and 

how we see the wor ld and show the true kingdom here on earth!   

  



    
 
Quest ions for  Personal Reflect ion or Group Discuss ion  

•  What were your key take -aways from the sermon? How can you apply this to your 

everyday l i fe?  

•  Compare and contrast  the sheep from the goats.  What i s the main point  of  this 

parable? 

•  What speci f ic  acts of  mercy can we do every day to ful fi l l  what love requires of 

us?  

•  Who do you think Jesus i s referring to when He says in v. 32 “Al l  the nations wi l l  

be gathered before him…”  

•  Ref lect on your role in God’s kingdom. What does this look l ike? How can you lean 

more into this role?  In other  words,  how can you “get going”!  
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