
    
 

BUMC Weekly Bible and Sermon Study 
 
Sermon: Bapt ism Renewal 

Scr ipture: Luke 3:15-17,  21-22  

 

Key take-aways from the Scr ipture 

•  “Now when all  the people were baptized,  and when Jesus also had been baptized 

and was praying, the heaven was opened, and the Holy Spir i t  descended upon him 

in  bodi ly form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, ‘You are my Son, the 

Beloved; with you I  am wel l pleased.”  

 

•  This sect ion of Luke discusses the baptism of Jesus,  which i s also discussed in 

Matthew 3:13-17 and Mark 1:9 -11.  Jesus’  baptism is a conf irmation that He is the 

Messiah and Savior  the prophets spoke of .   

 
 

•  Luke’s account of Jesus’  baptism begins by saying this occurred “when al l  the 

people were baptized…”.  Emphasizing this shows that Chr ist  wanted to identi fy  

with and relate to al l  He had come to serve and br ing salvat ion to.  In this act  of 

baptism,  Jesus i s val idating John’s work,  val idat ing His obedience to God (see also 

Matt 3:13-15)  and providing an example for us to fol low.  

 

•  The Li fe Appl icat ion Study Bible commentary says,  “Luke emphasizes Jesus’  human 

nature.  Jesus was born to humble parents,  a  bi r th unannounced except to 

shepherds and foreigners.  This baptism recorded here was the f irst  publ ic  

declarat ion of Jesus’  ministry .  Instead of  going to Jerusalem and identi fying with 

the establ ished relig ious leaders, Jesus went to a r iver  and identi fied with those 

who were repenting of  sin.  When Jesus,  at  age 12,  had visi ted the Temple, He had 

understood his mission (2:49) .  E ighteen  years later ,  at his baptism,  he began 

carrying i t out.  And as Jesus prayed, God spoke and conf i rmed His decision to act. 

God was breaking into human history through Jesus the Chr ist .”  

 

  



    
 
Key take-aways from the Sermon   

•   Today’s service celebrates the new year  by a reaff i rmation of  our  baptism,  as 

wel l  as the baptism of Jesus.  The idea that Jesus  was baptized was cause of  

concern for  those in the ear ly  church.  

•  John’s baptism was a baptism of repentance and sorrow for sin. Jesus i s the only 

person that ever l ived that was without sin,  and for  some this was troubl ing.  Also, 

i t  appears that  John put Jesus into a subordinate role,  however , John tr ied to 

prevent i t.  Jesus insists that  i t  i s  r ight  to do so to ful f i l  a l l  r ighteousness.  

•  From the very beginning,  we see that Jesus does not distance Himsel f f rom 

sinners (see Luke 3) .  Sometimes the church appears to correct  people rather than 

connect  with them, and this i s  what Jesus taught us to do.   

•  Incarnation: relat ionship comes f irst  and then change comes later!  

•  The Phar isees even asked why Jesus dined with sinners and tax col lectors. Jesus 

repl ied that i t’ s  not the healthy that need a doctor  but the sick people!  

•  Most people,  no matter their beliefs or place in l i fe,  wil l  come to church on 

Chr istmas Eve because we inherently desi re transcendence  and connection .  For  

meaning beyond ourselves.   

•  The li fe of  Jesus i s punctuated by prayer and His l i fe  i s  a dialogue in prayer with 

God,  which i s infused to serve.  

•  Baptism is so pivotal  in the l i fe of  fai th i s because i t  i s  a sacramental symbol and 

a sacred means of  conferr ing upon us an identi ty.   

•  Agapetos/Beloved: i t  means that you are esteemed,  favored,  worthy of love.  This 

forms the basis of our  true identi ty.  Our core identi ty  i s  in  the baptismal  bowl,  in  

the water . Not in temporal things that only polar ize us.  I t  i s  our  capaci ty  to love 

and be love.  When we see ourselves as God’s beloved,  i t helps us to see this in 

others as wel l .   

•  We are the beloved. What matters most i s  not what  you are but  who  you are…and 

whose!  

•  You have been loved into loving. We are the beloved of  God.  Receive i t because 

this i s  your  core identi ty. I t’ s  in the baptismal water .  When you receive i t ,  the 

rest  of  your l ife  becomes a means to make God as happy and joyful  as God has 

made us!   



    
 
Quest ions for  Personal Reflect ion or Group Discuss ion  

•  What were your key take -aways from the sermon? How can you apply this to your 

everyday l i fe?  

•  Why did Jesus get  baptized by John? What was the signi ficance of Him doing so?  

•  What i s the signi ficance of  heaven being opened up in v. 21?  

•  Why does Jesus pray in v. 21?  

•  What i s the role of the Holy Spir i t in  Jesus’  baptism?  

•  How do you rely  upon the Holy Spir i t  to accomplish God’s cal l  for your  l i fe?  

•  How does Jesus’  baptism ful fi l l  r ighteousness?  

•  How can we see ourselves as God’s beloved?  What does doing so help us to do?  
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