
    
 

BUMC Weekly Bible and Sermon Study 
 
Sermon: Worth the Wait  

Scr ipture: Jeremiah 31:31-34 

 

Key take-aways from the Scr ipture 

•  This sect ion of Jeremiah is descr ibed as God’s new covenant with I srael.  Pr ior to 

this sect ion in chapter  34, verses 1 -14 demonstrated that I srael wi ll  be God’s 

people;  verses 15-26 shows us that  God wi ll  have mercy on I srael ; and verses 27 -

30 shows that G od wi l l  watch over  the people to make them secure.   

•  Verses 31-34 say,  ““The days are coming,” declares the Lord, “when I  wi l l  make a 

new covenant with the people of  I srael and with the people of  Judah.  I t  wi l l  not 

be l ike the covenant I  made with their  ancestors when I took them by the hand to 

lead them out  of  Egypt,  because they broke my covenant,  though I was a husband 

to them,”  declares the Lord.  “This i s  the covenant I  wi l l  make with the people of  

I srael  after  that  time,” declares the Lord. “ I  wil l  put my law in their minds and 

write i t  on their hearts.  

•  I  wil l  be their  God, and they wi l l  be my people.  No longer wi ll  they teach their  

neighbor, or  say to one another,  ‘Know the Lord, ‘because they wi ll  al l  know me,  

f rom the least  of them to the greatest,”  

•  declares the Lord. “For I  wi l l  forg ive their  wickedness and wi l l  remember their 

sins no more.”  

•  The NRSV Cultural  Backgrounds Study Bible says, “ Jeremiah proclaims that 

whereas in the past  the hearts of the I srael i tes were inscr ibed with sin, now a 

new covenant wil l  be wri tten on those hearts.  In such a case the metaphor of  

wr i t ing on the heart  sugge sts a context  of  revelat ion: God’s law wil l  be revealed 

by I srael as they l ive out i ts princ iples.”  

•  God’s new covenant with I srael wi ll  replace the older  Mosaic Covenant by:  (1)  this 

new covenant wil l  not be broken the same way the Mosaic  Covenant was from 

I srael ’ s sinful  nature and lack of  fai th;  (2) God would place this new covenant 

di rect ly on the people’s hearts;  (3)  The new covenant people wil l  know th e Lord 

and wi l l  be counted as God’s own people;  and (4)  the new covenant wi l l  be 

eternal !  



    
 
Key take-aways from the Sermon   

•   “When the power  of love overcomes the love of power, the world wi l l  know 

peace.” –  J imi  Hendr ix. We must ask ourselves:  what happens when we harness 

the power  of love?  What happens when we make love act ionable? What happens 

when we take seriously  our Chr ist ian covenant of  love?  

•  In  today’s text,  Jeremiah appears to be resistant to be cal led by God and a 

mouthpiece to the masses.  He must be thinking to himsel f “can’ t  someone else do 

this?”  God convinces him and commissions him to go and spread hol iness across 

the land.   

•  In  doing so,  Jeremiah saw the worst  in humanity across the land. The sett ing of  

this text  was dur ing one of the darkest  of t imes of  the Babylonian exi le.  The 

images of devastat ion br ing to mind the current real i ty  we see every day around 

the wor ld.  

•  Jeremiah 31 i s speaking of these themes of pain and heartbreak. There i s a  sense 

of  hope that God g ives the people in Jeremiah 31:31.  

•  The new covenant has been interpreted by Christ ians as the prophecy of the New 

Covenant through Jesus,  but here i t  refers to the restorat ion of I srael after the 

Babylonian exi le  and the reconstruction of  the Temple.  

•  Jeremiah is proclaiming that i t  i s  not so much about the content of the new 

covenant that wi ll  be di f ferent, but how  i t  i s  to be l ived out!  

•  How we l ive out our covenant can change everything.  We wi ll  know the teachings 

of  God and be changes internally  by them.  

•  “Beloved”: Be.love.d:  go forth and be love in the wor ld!  

•  John Wesley  travel led to America and saw the evi l s of  corruption and sought to 

inf luence the people through “holy l iving”.  Wesley dreamed of  a revival  of 

hol iness that  “creates community in which each person can be unleashed through 

the empowerment of the Spir i t  to ful fi l l  God’s creational  intentions.”  

•  Today’s service i s known as the “Covenant Renewal  Service” that was inst i tuted 

by John Wesley in 1755.  I t i s  this idea that when we focus on our  covenant to 

each other , we br ing our  purpose and mission back into focus.  

•  As we go into this new year , remember  that we are God’s beloved. We are 

Wesleyan and cal led to go out and be love for  the wor ld.  



    
 
Quest ions for  Personal Reflect ion or Group Discuss ion  

•  What were your key take -aways from the sermon? How can you apply this to your 

everyday l i fe?  

•  Compare the New Covenant with the Mosaic  Covenant g iven at Sinai .  How are 

they similar? How are they di f ferent?  

•  Why do the people of  I srael  need a new covenant?  What reasons does Jeremiah 

g ive? 

•  How does this passage in Jeremiah of God’s promise of a New Covenant relate to 

the coming of Jesus Chr ist  in  the New Testament?  

•  How can you l ive out your  fai th? In other  words, how might your fai th f ind 

tangible expressions in our  community/wor ld?   

•  What commitments wi ll  you make in this new year  to put your fai th into action?  
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